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Canada’s medal rought

For over a week after the
Olympic games started on Friday,
August 8, it seemed as if Canada will
be embarrassed to be left out of the
medal count. But things started
changing to the relief of most
Canadian Olympic fans. With one
medal, a pall that had been hanging
over the Canadian Olympic team
vanished.

The medal that hurdler
Priscilla Lopes-Schliep of Whitby, Ont.,
captured was much more than a piece
of bronze hardware. It was Canada's
13th medal of the Beijing Olympics,
moving the Canadian team past the
total of 12 in Athens in 2004, away from
the low point. With medals still likely in
canoe-kayak, mountain bike and
possibly softball, the total could reach
16.

As part of the rebound, Lopes-
Schliep's medal was Canada's first in
an Olympic track since the men's
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anada's Priscilla Lopes-

hurdles at the 2004 Olympics. (Ryan Remiorz/Canadian Press)

sprint relay and 100-metre man
Donovan Bailey both conquered won
in Atlanta in 1996.

And, coming as it did in the
100-metre hurdles, the medal also put
away one of the painful episodes of

2004. Lopes-Schliep completed the
mission of getting a medal in the 100-
metre hurdles and she did it as an
underdog. Four vyears ago, the
opportunity was there for Perdita
Felicien as the world champion and

www.filipinostar.org
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favourite, but she crashed at the first
hurdle in the final and has been asked
to relive the ugly moment in every
interview. With one medal, a pall that
had been hanging over the Canadian
Olympic team vanished.

The  Canadian Olympic
Committee's prediction of a top-16
finish at the Beijing Olympics is
suddenly looking pretty good.

Canadian athletes won four
more medals Thursday, increasing the
nation's medal total to 13 and moving
Canada into a tie with the Netherlands
for 12th place in the overall three-metre
springboard for a second straight
Games.  Priscilla  Lopes-Schliep
capped the big day with a bronze in
the 100-metre hurdles, ending the
Canadian track team's 12-year medal
drought.

With two gold, six silver and

|See Page 4 Olympics 2008 |

David Pomeranz and Joey Albert concert
revives love for romantic songs

The concert was organized by
the Premiere Management Group, a
non-profit organization, for the benefit
of the Filipino Catholic Mission. Joey
Albert and David Pomeranz are noted
for being generous with sharing their

Joey Albert, sang some of her hit songs while David Pomeranz not only sang but also played the guitar and the piano. The two stars gave a
heartwarming performance which was greatly appreciated by everyone.

talents for worthy causes. There were
two Filipino media, present, namely,
the Filipino Forum and the Filipino
Star, and many VIP ticket holders who
met them at a brief press conference.
Being a first time performer in

www.filipinostar.org

Montreal, David Pomeranz received all
of the questions although Mikey
Bustos, a finalist in the Canadian Idol,

See Page 4 Joey and David
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species of flora and fauna.

Bukidnon is in the heartland of
Mindanao, linking Davao to the south
and Misamis Oriental to the north of the
island.

The province has different dialects
brought by the immigration of
lowlanders that come from the different
islands of the archipelago. Cebuano is
spoken by 77.9% of the population;
Binukid, by 8.9%; and English, by
0.05%.

Bukidnon is an agricultural
economy. It is a major producer of rice,
corn, sugar coffee, rubber, pineapple,
tomato, flowers, cassava, and other
fruits and vegetables. It is also a major
producer of chicken, hogs, and cattle.

Among its major corporations, Del
Monte Phils Inc. is engaged in
pineapple production and cattle
fattening while Bukidnon Sugar Milling
Corp. and Crystal Sugar Milling are into
ugar milling and refining.

The original migrants of the
province were driven internally toward
he rugged and hilly ground. Thus, the
people are called Bukidnons, which
means "people of the mountains" and
here the place got its name. They are
closely similar with the Higaonon tribe
of Agusan del Sur where the settlers
re usually packs of 3-10 households
ith a datu as their chief.

Other tribes that live in the
posterior of Bukidnon gather together
in the city during the first week of

September to celebrate the Kaamulan
Festival. Their intention is to unite the
tribal groups of the area and to
encourage understanding between the
minorities and lowlanders who are the
inhabitants of the province.

During this festival local tribes
people perform unique dances like
"inamo" a monkey dance, "binakbak" a
frog dance, and the “kayamotan” a
dance of birds. One of the main
features of the festivities is the
enactment of a wedding ceremony
between members of the tribe.

Major local attractions include:
- Mt. Kitanglad Range National Park
Spectacular landforms and a diverse
mix of plants and wildlife cover this vast
natural park.

- Del Monte Philippines Inc. - It is
considered to be the biggest pineapple
plantation in the Far East. It also has a
famous world class 18-hole golf course
- Monastery of Transfiguration
Designed by National Artist Leandro
Locsin, it offers solitude and a spiritual
retreat.

- Alalum Falls - Located along the Syre
Highway, less than a kilometer from the
municipality of Sumilao. Travelers on
motor vehicles can easily see its
imposing grandeur.

- Mangima Canyon - the zigzag road
of Mangima Canyon stuns any visitor
who visits the place. It is famous for its
natural and scenic beauty. m

Bukidnon Native Costume

Mt. Kitanglad with Mt. Dulang-dulang looming - Kitanglad National Park is
situated in North Central Bukidnon. It iscomposed of more than a dozen mountain
peaks, including Mt. Dulang-Dulang. Mt. Kitanglad towers to more than 9,000 ft.

Del Monte Pineapple Plantation

www.filipinostar.org
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RP’ s Injured Torres leaps hut fails to soar; Finishes 35th in long jump

August 20, 2008

An injured Marestella Torres
leaped to a distance of 6.17 meters
and tumbled out of the women'’s long
jump competitions of the 29th
Olympic Games here at the Bird’'s
Nest.

The 27-year-old Torres, who was
at least hoping to better her personal
record of 6.63 meters, said she
injured her knee while picking up
speed before taking off, resulting in a
palty 4.27-meter first jump, that even
long retired track star EIma Muros-
Posadas, now 41 years old, can top
via a standing long jump.

“| felt something wrong while on
the runway. Perhaps it was because
my left leg had the pounding and the
knee took all the pressure,” she said.
“I could no longer get my maximum
speed after that. | already wanted to
cry. My coach [Joseph Sy] asked me
if | could still do it. And | said yes.”

With the pain in her left knee
almost killing her, Torres still managed
to jump in her second and third tries,
but her two efforts of 5.94 and then
6.17 meters, weren’t enough to earn
for her a slot in the finals, held later in
the day.

“I didn’t know why it had to
happen now. | felt | was in top
condition. My coach felt | was in
shape to break my own personal
record. But the unfortunate thing
happened,” said a teary-eyed Torres.

The chances of Team Philippines for an Olympic medal in the Beijing Olympics are
now down to three after long jumper Marestella Torres failed to qualify for the final
round of the Olympic women's long jump qualifiers held in Beijing's National

Stadium on Tuesday, Aug 20, 2008.

“I really wanted to make a record
here. These are the Olympics. Kung
hindi ko itinuloy, parang hindi ako
lumaban!”

Only six leapers, led by American
Brittney Reese (6.87 meters), passed
the Olympic standard of 6.75, and
advanced to the championship round.
The other qualifiers were Brazil’s
Maurren Higa Maggi (6.79) and Keila
Costa (6.62), Ukraine’s Lyudmila
Blonska (6.76), Russia’s Tatyana

Lebedeva (6.70) and Great Britain’s
Jade Johnson (6.61).

Had Torres equaled her personal
high of 6.63 achieved three years ago
in the 2005 Asian Athletic
Championships in Korea, she would
have bumped off the Briton from the
final list. But she can at least savor the
fact that of the 41 participants, three
fouled in their three attempts. Four
others—from  Bermuda, Congo,
Trinidad and Tobago and Belize—

could do no better than 6.06.

Filipino doctors—medical head
Alex Pineda and orthopedic expert
Sonny Odulio—said Torres suffered a
mild ilio tibial band muscle strain in
her left knee. “But she’s all right. She
would probably be needing some
therapy though,” said Odulio of
Torres, who immediately rested at the
Olympic Village, her knee bandaged
after being sprayed with pain killer.

Torres thereby joined to the
sidelines, fellow jumper Henry Dagmil,
who also bombed out in his own long
jump event Saturday. The two did not
qualify to the games via the usual
route, but as wildcard entries by the
International Olympic Committee on
the request of the Philippine Amateur
Track and Field Association.

The athletics’ duo also joined a
long list of Filipino athletes who didn’t
do good here, namely archer Mark
Javier, swimmer Ryan Arabejo, diver
Sheila Mae Perez and shooter Eric
Ang.

Weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz, and
swimmers Miguel Molina, Christel
Simms, JB Walsh and Daniel Coakley,
also failed to advance in their
respective disciplines, but at least
delivered new Philippines records. m

More Olympics coverage on PAGE 23

Pick your own apples!
Join us on Sunday, Sept. 21 - 9 am
Meeting place: Plamondon Metro
(Van Horne Exit)

Call to reserve tickets
Gilmore International College
514-485-7861

CPR COURSE
Organized by Gilmore International College
Instructor: Mitch Katz-Zeitlin
QHSF CPR Instructor and co-owner
of Urgences Reanimation
Call 514-485-7861 to register or for information.

Tentative date:
Sunday, August 31
subject to enrollment
Duration: 3 hours

Final details to be
determined when
minimum enrollment is
achieved.

HEALTH AND FREEDOM

GET CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE:

Learn about the #1 rated
home-based business opportunity.
OPENING IN THE PHILIPPINES SOON!

For more information, please
call Imelda Ruiz at 514-696-4307 or
email: imecaru2006@yahoo.ca

www.filipinostar.org
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Manila sets auction of La Consolacion

August 18, 2008

The Manila City government will
be auctioning off the properties of
some 300 delinquent taxpayers,
including the abandoned Philippine
Veterans Bank building in Port Area,
several fastfood establishments, and
the La Residencia of the La

Consolacion College of Manila.

Also being offered for sale at the
public auction on Aug. 28 at the
Rodriguez Hall of the Manila City Hall
are various machines from several
branches of Chowking, Jollibee and
McDonald’s.

La Consolacion College

Based on a published list, the city
government aims to raise at least
P470 million to offset unpaid real
property taxes.

The La Residencia, a hostel for
students and employees of the
Agustinian Sisters of the Philippines,
owes the Manila City government
almost P5 million in taxes.

The other schools that were
assessed as delinquent were the
Asian Social Institute graduate school
and the Philippine Women’s
University, both on Leon Guinto Street
in the Malate tourist district.

The Ambassador Hotel had the
biggest delinquent account, owing the
city government a little over P20
million.

The second largest was Philippine
Veterans Bank, which owed more than
P11 million in unpaid tax on its already
abandoned building on Bonifacio
Drive in Manila.

The Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Manila owed the city government
more than P6 million for a property on
R. Hidalgo Street.

Other delinquent taxpayers were
also scheduled to have either their
land or machinery auctioned off to pay
for their taxes. Those include several
banks with branches in the city: Banco
de Oro, Banco Filipino, Bank of
Philippine Islands, Prudential Bank
and Solid Bank.

In November 2007, the city
government auctioned off the
delinquent properties of Silahis

International Hotel, Grand Boulevard
Hotel, Hotel Sofitel, and Pacific Hotel
Corp. to a private developer for
P106,650,000.

Secretary to the Mayor Rafaelito
Garayblas said the November public
auction was an administrative remedy
for the collection of real property taxes
and arrears on the tax payments of
delinquent properties as provided for
under Book I, Chapter IV, Section 174
of the Local Government Code.

The owners of these properties
have one year to redeem them.

In July, City Hall inspectors failed
to inspect the Grand Boulevard hotel,
which was later found to have stopped
operationson July 9. m

Peso slides despite jump in overseas

remittances

August 16, 2008

The peso fell to 45.31 against the
dollar yesterday, its lowest level in five
weeks, as a result of the dollar’s
continuing strength and despite
record remittances from Filipinos
abroad.

Remittances rose at the fastest
pace in 14 months in June—and by 30
percent to $1.45 billion—as more
people found jobs as nurses, seamen
and engineers abroad.

The amount was the highest
reported in a single month since
records began in 1989, and it brought
the total remittances 17 percent higher
to $8.2 billion for the first half of the
year, the central bank said.

Remittances, equivalent to about
10 percent of the Philippines’ $118-
billion economy, are helping to sustain
consumer spending as the fastest
inflation in more than 16 years erodes
household incomes.

But the strong remittances have
not been boosting the peso, which
has fallen for five consecutive days
against the dollar.

“The dollar is just too strong. In

the US, they don’t seem to have room
to lower rates, so they are looking at
rate hikes and that means a stronger
dollar,” said Marcelo Ayes, vice
president of Rizal Commercial
Banking Corp.

He said the increasing demand for
dollars as a result of the import
season—and foreign investors getting
out of emerging markets for safer
havens—were adding pressure to the
peso.

Moreover, traders said the central
bank was in the market yesterday
selling dollars to slow the peso’s fall.
Some said the central bank was
selling dollars for 45.30.

The peso traded within a 24-
centavo range, hitting a low of 45.34
before closing at 45.31 on a volume of
$1.122 billion.

Traders said the market would be
testing the 45.88 level, which the peso
had hit on July 8, when trading
resumes next week.

Remittance growth in 2008 may
slip to about half of last year's 13.2
percent pace as the global economy
cools, the Asian Development Bank
said in March.

Half of the Philippines’
remittances come from the US, where
tumbling home prices, mounting job
losses and credit restraints are
threatening growth.

Still, the number of Filipinos who
got jobs overseas rose 33.5 percent to
640,401 in the first six months of the
year, the central bank said. m
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Our mission is to acknowledge
and respect the needs and
traditions of each individual family.

*\L- CENTRE FUNERAIRE
S22 COTE-DES-NEIGES

PEACE OF MIND

Centre funéraire (ote-des-Neiges
4525, Cote-des-Neiges Street, Montréal (Québec) HIV1E7 [514]‘ 342-8000

6565 Cote desk Neiges,
Montreal, QC (Corner Appleton)

RESTAURANT
LA MAISON NEW KUM MON
5047 Henri Bourassa Est

Montréal, QC H1G 281
Tel.: (514) 322-3133, 322-3130

Bean Curd Seafood Soup
1/2 Crispy Chicken

Salt and Pepper Pork Loin
Stuffed Bean Curd with -
Shrimps ”
Sauted Seasonal Vegetables \!
Steamed Rice

ish Maw Seafood Soup
Baked Lobster with Ginger
Seafood with Chinese

37.95 \ 1
. . y X $58.95

Ta - Persnnii N 4 Person
Bean Curd Soup Fish maw seafood _s_nlﬁ)*.\_ =
1/2 Crispy ith Ginger .
Shrim, ggplant .

P in Hot Pot rard =Y
Brockss ed Bean Curd with
Sweet a Shrimp s
Seafood wi afood with Chinese br
Hot P Fried Sea Bass Fish ~
Salt an |H Fried Rice
Fried Sea Bas || Special Fried Noodles
Steamed Rice $125.95

6 P?r:o?lg 10 Persons

FREE DELIVERY
Minimum order of $10
Delivery hours:
11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

514-733-6029
514-733-1067

For party menu, call Kenny

www.filipinostar.org



The North American Filipino Star

AUGUST 2008

Isaac T. Goodme

It’s still about Productlwf‘v, gtupld'

One year ago the heading for
this column was “lt's about
productivity; Stupid! “ So another year
has passed and it is “still” about
productivity, stupid. For several
months now, in this column, we have
been highlighting the problems
created by Canada’s relentless slide in
productivity in comparison to other
industrialized countries. In this case
productivity is measured as a
country’s economic output per hour
worked and is immediately reflected in
that country’s standard of living. It
matters because, as Ronald Reagan
once said: “there is no free lunch.” A
major factor is that a disproportionate
number of Canadians work in sectors
of the economy that provide services
that are financed from the earnings of
those who work in the sectors that

provide goods and materials that
create the wealth for society.
Back in November 2006,

MacLean’s Magazine highlighted a
growing concern in a cover story
“HOW TO FIX CANADA: We work as
hard as Americans and earn 20% less.
Australia has taken our place at world
trade talks and Spain wants our spot
at the G8. This year, 135 economies
will grow faster than ours. It's time for
action.”

Of course there is no quick fix.
This is a compound problem and
would require a policy on human
capital that would coordinate the
production and utilization of human
resources so that the key issues
causing the steady decline in
productivity could be addressed.
Canada has two serious economic
issues: a chronic lack of productivity
growth and an ageing and shrinking
work force. As a result the Provincial
and Federal Governments have
undertaken commitments that will be
extremely difficult to meet unless
meaningful reforms are implemented.
Since these programs were created in
the 1950s and 1960s birthrates have
declined; income growth has
stagnated; and mortality rates have
decreased. The next eight years are
particularly critical because the “Baby-
boomers” are moving into retirement
and the system of education and
training is not geared to respond
effectively to rapidly changing needs
in the labour market.

This is associated with the fact
that Canadians have surprising low
literacy skills compared to other
modern countries—that’s because no
one is really taking charge, according
to Frank McKenna, former premier of

Global
Perspectives

New Brunswick, former Ambassador
to the United States and now deputy
chairman of TD Bank Financial Group.
McKenna addressed this issue in an
article published in the Ottawa Citizen,
on September 13, 2007. His article is
revealing as he points out that an
alarming number of citizens are
unable to comprehend, compute and
communicate at a level deemed
necessary for a knowledgeable
worker. He cites recent studies that
show disturbing facts. Almost four in
10 youths at age 15, have insufficient
reading skills; while more than two in
10 university graduates, almost five in
10 Canadian adults and six in 10
immigrants have inadequate levels of
proficiency in English or French. He
states that “these outcomes pose a
serious threat to our competitive
standing in the global marketplace”
and points out that “poor literacy rates

have contributed to our anemic
productivity levels.”
The situation  regarding

human capital in Canada is bleak.
There is no comprehensive or
integrated  system  for  policy
development, strategic planning, or
for management of a coherent labour
market or for strategic planning of the
overall human capital component of
the economy. In particular, production
of human resources remains
institution-based and is not market-
driven, as it was in the 1960s and 70s
when Canadians, were the most
productive people in the world.
Canada must now rely on a
combination of immigration and
transnational contract-workers with
fixed-term work permits. This is
necessary to sustain an economy
faced with pressures from
globalization and introduction of new
technologies by other countries that
have enabled 17 such countries to
overtake Canada in productivity in a
decade and a half.

Competent  workers are
needed now to boost productivity and
Canadian authorities recently revealed
that work permits will be issued when
justified. Still, there is a wide spread
attitude in Canada that it is not
necessary and this attitude is clearly
reflected by the National Post
comment on the subject; as one
editorial points out that since the
jobless rate for new Canadians
matches the national average, once
they have been here for a decade, it
shows that: “...our society and
economy can be said to be doing
exactly what they should---welcoming

newcomers and permitting them to
move up the ladder reasonably quickly.

For the first ten years of their
stay, the vast majority of new
Canadians and have been relegated to
a combination of low paying jobs and
guided toward continuing their
“education”. Usually this is in
expensive programs, often financed by
student loans, with fees paid to public
funded Universities and Colleges
offering courses that are “useless” as
far as job preparation is concerned.
Almost all immigrants are
recommended for studies in English or
French as a Second Language and on
completion become officially certified
as having “second class” language
skills in the Canadian context---with a
foreign accent Eh?

The three main impediments
to career advancement for new
Canadians have been identified as;
lack of Canadian work experience, lack
of recognition of foreign credentials,
and language barriers.

There are hundreds of
thousands of people in Canada who
have been impeded in their career
aspirations  because they lack
language skill that can be readily
acquired by a competency based
approach. We must drop the
designation of English as a Second
Language and replace it with English
as the Global Working Language
(EGWL). That is the language in which
the World Works now.

The Canadian Center for
Global Professional (CCGP) is a not-
for-profit ~ organization that is
coordinating efforts to address the
wasteful and socially damaging issues
of under-employment, under-
utilization, and under-appreciation of
professionals residing in Canada as
well as others who will come in the
near future. In most cases the
impediment of language is based on
inexperience and lack of
communications skills on the part of
both the Canada-born and Foreign-
born Canadians. The CCGP will offer
workshops to groups from diverse
cultures to establish a “common
language” and thereby open channels
of communication to help develop
skills in using EGWL. This is the
“working language” of the United
Nations system, the Multilateral
Development Banks, and International
Inter  Governmental International
Organizations, such as the Colombo
Plan Staff College, and other global
bodies.

Isaac’s Website is: www.ikes-
world.com

[Become a member of the
Filipino Coop and help
your own community
Call 514-733-8915
to sign up. If you are
already a member, come

and buy your groceries.

Learn French!

COURSES OFFERED

THE MEXT SESSIONS WILL BEEGIN SHORTLY.

FART-TIME COLIREES - SEFTEMEER 22, 2002
FULL-TIME COLIRAES - NOVEMBER & 2008
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Please consn Lo e lsite.
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